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Abstract 
 

In recent, decades, humanities and social sciences have become “theory exporting sciences”. Especially multi-
perspectivistic issues and multiparadigmatic approaches are one of the generic strengths of humanities since 
classic times. Recently emerged “Global Studies” mean a combination of political, historical, social, cultural, 
developmental, geographic, economic, environmental and technological approaches, thus generating a true 
multiparadigmatic view, as demanded for modern reality. This article provides an overview of multicultural and 
developmental curricula worldwide with an emphasis on “Global Studies” (GS) curricula such as the recently-
founded GS Master’s curriculum at Graz University, Austria. Based on an in-depth comparison, practical and 
implementable suggestions are made about how to improve such curricula in order to ensure the highest and 
globally compatible academic quality. Through a web-based process of authoring and reviewing, over two dozen 
students and practitioners in Global Studies have compiled this analysis.  
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Further networking among universities from every continent, and their students, is thus facilitated for future 
quality assessment of curricula with a geographic leaning. Analyses conducted by over 50 contributors show that 
over a dozen curricula of “Global Studies” from all parts of the world deliver cutting-edge academic training 
while maintaining different profiles.GS in Graz, Austria seems to maintain a very high rank in this comparison 
regarding academic quality and usefulness for professional practice. The present specific recommendations serve 
as valuable evidence-based and authentic input for evaluations needed by any academic curricula elsewhere 
including a focus on geography. Didactically, peer-oriented higher education profits greatly from student input 
that analyses curricula. Such quality assurance is favourably implemented via collaborative education 
technologies such as web platforms with discussion fora. Students as the core target group in higher education 
institutions express their own opinion and are valued as experts and stakeholders in a genuinely democratic 
procedure.  
 

Keywords: Global Studies, curriculum, quality assessment, improvements, students’ viewpoint, developmental 
education, web platform 

 

Introduction  
 

“Climate change and shortage of resources, hunger and mass poverty, terror and violence represent manifold 
unresolved global problems and challenges” (Global Studies Graz, 2010). As a sound answer to these challenges 
on an educational and cultural level, many universities have increased their efforts by studying such problems as 
globalisation and structural peace. This article presents more than a dozen such university curricula focusing on 
international development and global, multicultural studies. 
 

Due to its geographical location between two former power blocks, neutral Austria has repeatedly assumed a role 
of active, peace-oriented foreign policy and its capital Vienna is one of the four headquarters of the United 
Nations (UNIS, 2013). In Austria’s second-largest city, Graz, since 2004 various NGOs and representatives from 
all faculties of the university have embarked on establishing two Global Studies (GS) curricula: the “Bundle of 
Electives Global Studies”, and since 2010 the “Master Programme Global Studies”. After years-long 
institutionalisation efforts by the steering committee GS and the curricula commission GS, both curricula have 
formed a stable contribution to Austria’s academic landscape (Kumpfmüller, 2007; 2009; Bader & Zotter, 2012, 
p.121; Ahamer et al., 2011, p. 19-26; and see section 1.1.6.1). Such internationally oriented, high-quality curricula 
comply with documents on the common European Higher Education Area (EHEA,2010), with the national 
university strategy including quality audits (Uniko, 2011, p. 22; Bernhard, 2011; 2012; 2013), with literature 
analyses on quality assessment for interdisciplinary curricula (Ahamer, 2013b; Ahamer & Kumpfmüller, 2013), 
and received backing from the rectorate and from all elected student representatives (GS, 2011) 
 

Due to the increasing number of GS students in both curricula, several types of self-organised institution building 
have emerged among students. In addition to actively participating in the GS curricula commission, student 
representatives have developed a forum for informal discussion of GS issues (Global Studies Forum, 2013), co-
founded an alumni club for GS graduates and organise weekly lunch tables.  
 

In order to improve further the academic quality of GS as such, this article will analyse and compare sixteen 
Master programmes (and a few Bachelor programmes) focusing on global and multicultural studies. Both new 
and advanced students have contributed to the present text with their realistic day-to-day perceptions and 
authentic awareness, complemented by graduate professionals with a full history of GS studies. National and 
international GS-related Master programmes were compared in order to determine characteristic differences and 
attractive peculiarities in various fields.  
 

The appeal of this paper consists in the authentic authorship of students who have experienced the curriculum and 
at the same time have analysed it via peer-review processes (Pany, 2013; Ahamer, 2012a) utilising the 
communicative functionalities of an elaborate web platform (WebCT). A high percentage of co-authors has 
acquired solid professional developmental experience at their own workplaces, which adds credibility to the 
argumentation and recommendations of the present article. 
 

1. Curricula for Development, Global Learning and Multicultural Education 
 

This first section describes curricula geo-referenced in the map of  
Figure 1 and offers descriptions on the following items as numbered subsections:   
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1. General information (including: duration, ECTS, academic degree) 
2. Admission 
3. Subject 
4. Structure of the programme 
5. Philosophy 
6. Mission 
 6.1 Development and history (only for GS Graz) 
7. Teaching methods 
8. Exclusivity of the Master’s programme 
9. Internship 
10. Semester abroad 
11. Possible employment areas  
12. Sources 
 

Several co-authors have found that German-speaking curricula in particular exhibit an interdisciplinary and 
multiparadigmatic approach that has been defined as essential in the Graz curriculum (Global Studies Graz, 2011, 
p.1); consequently this article focuses on such multiparadigmatic approaches to global development, peace and 
globalisation. The following list is roughly ordered according to the distance from Graz, Austria, in order to avoid 
implicit understanding as tacit ranking. 
 

 
 

Figure 1: Localisation of the Curricula Dealt with in this Article (Map Type: Peters Projection Turned Upside Down to Highlight the Global 
South). The Yellow “Global Studies” (GS) Logo Geo-References the Universities with GS Curricula Analyzed in this Article 

 

1.1 Master’s Curriculum Global Studies (GS), Graz University, Austria 
 

1.1.1 General information: 2 years, 120 ECTS, started in winter semester (WS) 2010/11, academic degree: Master 
of Arts (MA) 
 

1.1.2 Admission: Admission is considered upon evidence of completed, academically relevant previous studies 
(Bachelor degree or Diploma degree) amountingto180 ECTS (Global Studies Graz, 2012). Generally, “there are 
three possibilities of admission: 
 

1. Unconditional offer: approval of completed studies, 180 ECTS credits or more, relevance of completed stu-
dies (50% of the completed studies, i.e. 90 ECTS credits of which can be counted toward the specialisations) 
2. Conditional offer: if at least 60 ECTS credits can be allocated to the specialisations, students are approved 
but with an additional requirement of 30 to 40 ECTS credits 
3. No Admission: if fewer than 60 ECTS credits can be counted toward the specialisations.” 

 

1.1.3 Subject: The interdisciplinary approach, which is one of the main characteristics of this programme, enables 
one to deepen one’s knowledge of the phenomenon of globalisation. The first semester focuses on basic 
knowledge in the fields of economics, law and politics, history, climate, environment and technology, culture, 
religion, society and gender.  
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Later, a specialisation in at least two of these disciplines is required. The aim of GS is to describe development 
and globalisation from the perspective of various scientific disciplines based on a cutting-edge critical academic 
analysis. In the context of an interdisciplinary approach, students will extend their skills in various areas (e.g. 
social learning and cosmopolitan attitude). The intent of GS is to identify and explain global relationships and to 
understand their interdependencies. Both an interpretation and comprehension of global inequality is required to 
help and resolve the problems of today’s complex environment.  
 

1.1.4 Structure of the programme: Compulsory basic module GS (A): 29 ECTS (including basic lecture GS, 
developing countries and globalisation, international politics, basic problems of gender history, lecture series GS). 
Specialisation: 2 modules, 12 ECTS each to choose from: module B: law and politics, module C: economics, 
module D: history, module E: environment, climate and technology, module F: culture, religion, society and 
gender, (originally 8 modules were proposed, cf. Ahamer et al 2011, p. 25), module G: internship 16 ECTS (10 
weeks) and a course in which the internship is analysed to the extent of 2 ECTS, module H: master module with 
37 ECTS (including master thesis with 25 ECTS), elective courses: 12 ECTS, see detailed course list online (GS 
courses, 2013). 
 

1.1.5 Philosophy: The origin of the Master’s programme in Global Studies is the emphasis on an academic, i.e. 
analytical and critical, view on globalisation. To enlarge the analyses’ horizons, it combines there sources of 
different faculties at the Karl-Franzens-University of Graz to facilitate the understanding of global issues from 
different perspectives and includes the practical wisdom of NGOs. The resulting interdisciplinary approach is 
intended to sharpen the mind and broaden one’s previous horizons, but moreover to open up perspectives when 
discussing global issues. Integrative understanding of global societies and their mechanisms, interdependencies 
and problems will be trained and fostered as well as complemented by a non-university internship. The 
comprehensive view is rendered complete especially by introducing first semester courses involving gender 
issues, developing countries in the context of globalisation and international politics.  
 

1.1.6 Mission: The primary goal of the 4-semester programme is to provide and promote global perspectives by 
the description and analysis of historical, current and future processes and an integrative approach to global 
society, its mechanisms, interdependencies and problems as a basis for producing a responsibility-based 
competence to act (Anselm & Körtner, 2003; Müller et al., 2013) when dealing with globalisation problems. The 
Master’s programme, Global Studies, combines the teaching resources of all the faculties at the University of 
Graz relating to global issues from different perspectives. Students are offered a holistic view of global problems 
(Schweitzer, 1996) and expertise in solutions. Important skills are to sharpen the understanding of different 
cultures and newly emerging systems worldwide and to enable a broader view on global processes. The ability to 
understand points of view from different perspectives (Global Studies Graz, 2011, p. 1) provides a basis for 
decision-making and taking responsibility in a dynamic and complex world. The acquired multi-perspectivist and 
multi-paradigmatic knowledge and skills enable students to analyse the great number of international and cross-
cultural challenge sextant and to deal with them in a sensitive and network-orientated way of thinking, which is 
necessary in global issues. 
 

1.1.6.1 Development and history: As this paper is written by students of GS, a short overview of the origin of this 
very young Master’s programme is covered. The aim of this paragraph is to offer an insight into the broad 
engagements of the founders of GS in Graz (mainly its initiator K.A. Kumpfmüller, lecturer of development 
economics since 1977 after studies at The Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies of The Johns 
Hopkins University) for getting an idea from where the current motivation of the almost 100 new students per 
year with GS as major (Bader & Zotter, 2012) could originate: In 2004 an informal working group was founded, 
which later developed into the Global Studies Steering Committee. This working group consists of university 
professors as well as representatives of different developmental NGOs (e.g.: Centre for Peace and Development in 
Graz, the developmental initiative of the diocese of Graz named “Welthaus”, the Afro-Asian Institute (AAI, 2010) 
etc.), which in 2004 founded the “Bundle of Electives Global Studies” to the value of 40 ECTS and in which 
students from all faculties are enrolled (Ahamer et al 2011, p. 29-33). This bundle includes global problems and 
opportunities in the areas of hunger, poverty, climate change, culture, politics, etc., and can be seen as a 
complement to the Master’s programme in Global Studies for a well-defined target group of students who wish to 
stick to their original specialties.  
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After seven years of preparation (Kumpfmüller, 2007; 2009), including many discussions (e.g., Pajank, 2008), 
modifications, administrative developments, and extremely severe financial bottlenecks, the Master’s 
programming Global Studies has finally been on offer since the winter semester (WS)of 2010/11 (Ahamer et al., 
2011, p. 21-26). 
 

1.1.7 Teaching methods: The transfer of knowledge can take the following forms and depends on the selected 
courses: lectures (“VO”-knowledge transfer through presentation of the teachers), courses(“KS” –students work 
on course content together with lecturers; experience-based and application-oriented focus), seminars (“SE” - 
scientific discussions and contributions from students, including written work). These forms of teaching can also 
be held in block-form (e.g. winter and summer schools, intensive programmes, etc.) or as a special, very 
interactive kind of course called “interdisciplinary practical” (IP), which is described in more detail later in 
section 2.5. Depending on the nature of teaching activities, new media such as online learning platforms (Web 
CT, Blackboard, Moodle, etc. (Kapper, 2013; Müller et al., 2013; Ahamer, 2011; 2013b), is integrated into 
classes. Such e-learning platforms serve to provide course materials, allocate assignments, form groups, allow for 
chats and perform online surveys, tests, and exams. - A practical application of the knowledge and skills gained 
during GS is implemented through a compulsory internship, which is recommended in the third semester. As an 
example of the outcomes of these teaching methods, a group of students (analogous to us) in the course “analysis 
of internship” in summer semester (SS) 2012 collaboratively authored a paper after a web-based collaborative 
procedure (Duraković et al., 2012). 
 

1.1.8 Exclusivity of the Master’s programme: Stemming from the “Bundle of Electives GS” with its exclusive 
lecture “Introduction to GS” held by GS founder and Austrian doyen for peace research, Karl A. Kumpfmüller 
(2012a; b), this very new Master’s programme includes the exclusive lectures “Basics of GS” and “Lecture Series 
GS”. The Basic Lecture contains each of the selectable disciplines and enables a broad understanding by 
introducing gall the different modules. The “Lecture Series GS” is documented by the book series HSK (2013) 
edited by the Matters burg Circle for Developmental Policy at Austrian Universities (MK, 2013) and enables 
national as well as international experts to give their lectures at the University of Graz. Compared to other 
curricula, an interdisciplinary point of view and integrated thinking are key features of Global Studies at the 
University of Graz, thus fulfilling the integrated demands of academic inter disciplinarity on a peer-reviewed level 
(Ahamer & Kumpfmüller, 2013; Ahamer, 2013a).  
 

1.1.9 Internship: Compulsory non-university internship to the value of 16 ECTS (400 hours), which is 
recommended in the third semester. A specialised course (“Analysis of GS Practicals”) exists to reflect on the 
internship and to link it to theory. 
 

1.1.10 Semester abroad: highly recommended. 
 

1.1.11 Possible employment areas: These include governmental and non-governmental organisations as well as 
inter- and supranational organisations. In the field of management in international companies, science, research 
and teaching in human rights work, in international civilian peace services, in reconciliation initiatives, 
international cultural relations, media area, development cooperation, humanitarian organisations, educational 
institutions, climate and environmental projects and in similar occupations. 
 

1.1.12 Sources: Curriculum: Global Studies Graz (2011); web site: Global Studies Graz (2010), Students’ 
informal internet forum: Global Studies Forum (2013), admission: Global Studies Graz (2012). 
 

1.2 Master’s Curriculum International Development (IE), Vienna University, Austria 
 

1.2.1 General information: 2 years, 120 ECTS, academic degree: Master of Arts (MA) 
 

1.2.2 Admission: A completed subject-relevant preliminary Bachelor’s degree, a degree from a university of 
applied science or an equivalent programme at a recognized Austrian or foreign post-secondary educational 
institution is required. If general equivalence is given and there are only a few elements lacking from full 
equivalence, admission can be obtained by completing additional courses and examinations to a maximum of 
30ECTS within the Master’s programme.  
 

1.2.3 Subject: The aim of this Master’s programme is to convey content, theories and methods that are important 
for development research. Emphasis is on the critical analysis of development; therefore disciplines including 
sociology, politics, theology, economics, culture, and geography are part of the Master’s programme.  
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1.2.4 Structure of the programme: The course is divided in to two basic modules (basics and methodologies), then 
nine specialisation modules out of which three have to be selected (15 ECTS each); finally a research module and 
the master module. At least two courses must be attended in a foreign language. 
 

1.2.5 Philosophy: The main objective of this Master’s programme is the conveyance of disciplinary approaches 
and skills and the ability to link these as part of a trans-disciplinary research perspective in terms of development. 
 

1.2.6 Mission: Transdisciplinary analysis and critical reflection of unequal relationships on a global scale are the 
focus of the Institute for International Development in Vienna. Not only in research but also in teaching, such as 
in the Master’s programme International Development and in the Bachelor’s programme, which lamentably has 
been discontinued, were these priorities emphasised (International Development Vienna, 2012).  
 

1.2.7 Teaching Methods: The teaching methods include lectures, tutorials, courses, seminars and a Master seminar. 
 

1.2.8 Exclusivity: This Master’s programme is characterised by methodology modules, the promotion of language 
skills, the critical analysis of development issues, and the wide range of courses. 
 

1.2.9 Internship: Not compulsory. 
 

1.2.10 Semester abroad: Recommended.  
 

1.2.11 Possible employment areas: Besides teaching and research in academic fields, possible employment areas 
include organisation in the fields of development cooperation or public relations and media relations with a focus 
on development cooperation. Furthermore, professions which require intercultural competence as well as a broad 
knowledge of various regions of the world can be aspired towards. 
 

1.2.12 Sources: Curriculum International Development [in German: International Entwicklung IE] and brief 
information: International Development Vienna (2012). 
 

1.3 Master’s Curriculum Global History and Global Studies, Vienna University, Austria 
 

1.3.1 General information: 2 years, 120 ECTS, started in winter 2008/09, academic degree: Master of Arts (MA). 
 

1.3.2 Admission: Evidence of a completed, subject-relevant Bachelor degree or equivalent; or higher degree in the 
field of humanities, culture, sociology or law. In the absence of these prerequisites, conditional approval is 
possible. Furthermore, active knowledge of English and passive knowledge of a second foreign language is 
required. 
 

1.3.3 Subject: This Master’s programme deals with the historical development of human kind on a global scale 
and is mainly focused on the processes of interaction and inter-dependence of population groups. In addition to 
historical education, cultural and social sciences are taught. Expertise is made possible by deepening knowledge 
of Global Studies and Global History. Furthermore, the ability to think independently and work autonomously, 
especially in historical research, is promoted, thus enabling an advanced academic education in the field of history 
as well as the preparation for doctoral studies. In addition, experience in the field of (digital) media and teamwork 
skills are additional areas in which students gain basic knowledge and skills. Specialisation in one particular field 
of science, especially in global history and present tendencies of globalization are an important part of this 
Master’s programme. 
 

1.3.4 Structure of the programme: This Master’s programme is divided into the following modules: compulsory 
module (introductory phase which includes: philosophy of science, theories in historical science, practice of 
scientific communication and foreign languages in historical science 1 and 2 which is recommended in the second 
semester), basic module, alternative compulsory module (theories, sources, methods, specification, including 
global governance), research module. The first module focuses on theories and methods of global history, the 
second module on regions in global history and in the third module topics of global history are examined, with the 
fourth module including independent research and the Master’s thesis (20 ECTS). Within each module, certain 
disciplines have to be completed at the home university and at international partner universities. 
 

1.3.5 Philosophy: The focus of this programme is on a multifocal, global and critical approach of history and 
globalisation, which should support a wide-ranged approach in different regions and among different population 
groups. This is supported by the international background of the students, which is enabled via the EU Erasmus 
Mundus mobility programme. 
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1.3.6 Mission: Raising awareness of a multifocal, global perspective away from the general eurocentrism of the 
humanities. The mediation of interdisciplinary content, methods, practices and theories centres on global history. 
 

1.3.7 Teaching methods: Teaching methods include lectures, lectures with exercises, exercises (working in 
groups; including written works), courses (active contribution of students in the classes), seminars (prepare and 
present papers), research seminars (project work in teams, performance and presentation of the results) and 
excursions(scientific trips, writing seminar papers) and a post graduate programme (preparation for the Master’s 
thesis). Furthermore there is the possibility of experiencing a different country’s teaching methods through the 
Erasmus Mundus Partner universities in Leipzig, Wrocław and the London School of Economics and Political 
Science. Completion of a language module is compulsory as well as the completion of one course in English 
language.  
 

1.3.8 Exclusivity of the Master’s programme: The promotion of student mobility is an emphasis of this 
programme. One semester must be completed at the home university, the other three semesters at other foreign 
universities. Global history constitutes an Erasmus Mundus connecting the universities Wrocław, Leipzig, and the 
London School of Economics programme (Global History Vienna, 2009), which promotes and facilitates student 
mobility. The module of methodology is an additional feature of this Master’s programme. 
 

1.3.9 Internship: Not compulsory  
 

1.3.10 Semester abroad: The main part of the programme can be completed at a university abroad, supported by 
the Erasmus programme. Besides, students are able to choose from offered excursions in global history or in 
another global studies discipline. 
 

1.3.11 Possible employment areas: The wide range of working fields include occupational areas in which 
advanced knowledge in the scientific fields of culture, sociology, humanities as well as their mediation is needed. 
Occupations which require expertise in the use of digital and other media, an international horizon, working 
independently as well as in teams are areas of employment. Working in (non-)governmental and inter- as well as 
supranational organisations, in international business, in the field of human rights, in museums and exhibitions, in 
the fields of media and cultural work as well as publishing, and tourism are just some examples. 
 

1.3.12 Sources: Brief information: Global History Vienna (2009), Curriculum: Global History Vienna (2012). 
 

1.4 Elective Bundles Global Studies (GS), Salzburg University, Austria 
 

1.4.1 General information: At Salzburg University, Global Studies is an interdisciplinary bundle of electives that 
may be chosen in three block-sizes as facultative programmes in addition to the curricula. Since 2009, (a) the 
basic module (12 ECTS), (b) the additional module (24 ECTS) and (c) the study focus module (36 ECTS) are 
established. The head of the Department of Geography has been responsible for GS since 2012; officially, the 
Centre for Flexible Learning (CFL) at Salzburg University still delivers the certificate as it does for all twelve 
other coordinated study modules. The study focus module with 36 ECTS can be noted on the Bachelor’s or 
Master’s certificate, if the department approves it. In 2013the creation of a Master’s programme on geographies of 
uneven development is planned as one of three specialties for a Masters in Geography at Salzburg University. 
 

1.4.2 Admission: Registration on an undergraduate or Master’s programme at the University of Salzburg. Certain 
events and lectures are limited in the number of participants. 
 

1.4.3 Subject: The focus of the programme GS is on a systematic and dialogical understanding of economical, 
ecological, political, cultural, social and religious interdependences and processes of globalisation. Different 
institutions, parties, interests and roles of the globalisation process will be critically analysed. Furthermore, the 
meaning of power relations and the causes of structural inequality will be discussed. The goal is a critical view of 
common perspectives on globalisation and the development of new points of view and a deeper understanding of 
these complex phenomena.  
 

1.4.4 Structure of the programme: Three options: (a)The basic module GS (12 ECTS) includes two compulsory 
classes: Introduction GS (3 ECTS) and either the lecture series global challenges (3 ECTS) or the lecture seminar 
GS (6 ECTS). The balance of the missing ECTS in every module can be chosen from the catalogue of optional 
subjects. (b) The additional module GS (24 ECTS) deepens the basic module GS, therefore the basic module is 
compulsory for the additional module. (c) The study focus module of GS (36 ECTS) requires the additional 
module of GS. The catalogue of optional subjects differs from semester to semester, depending on the department 
courses on offer.  
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The study focus module catalogue contains 17 lectures in total, e.g. the “Arabic Spring and media”, 
“Contemporary history (immigration Africa-Europe)” or “Dialogue of perspectives on global change and 
globalisation”; the students of the latter seminar have authored an article in the present special issue on GS 
(Altmann et al., 2013). 
 

1.4.5 Philosophy: Students should gain comprehensive knowledge and skills in the field of globalisation and learn 
to consider the globalised world from an interdisciplinary perspective. Networked thinking, problem-based 
learning and an approach from various points of view are emphasised. 
 

1.4.6 Mission: To develop critical understanding within the present and the historical processes of globalisation 
from an interdisciplinary and open-minded point of view. The goal is to reflect global processes e.g. through 
discussions, literature based research or writing tasks in order to develop new perspectives and viewpoints on 
globalisation.  
 

1.4.7 Teaching methods: Lectures, lecture series or seminars including different didactical approaches and forms 
of presentation depending on the lecturer. 
 

1.4.8 Exclusivity: The GS modules in Salzburg can be structured very freely by each student, according to 
available time and individual interest. 
 

1.4.9 Internship: At present not part of the programme. 
 

1.4.10 Semester abroad: Possible, not compulsory. 
 

1.4.11 Possible employment areas: The Global Studies Certificate is an additional qualification on top of a regular 
Bachelor’s or Master’s programme. The combination of the regular Bachelor or Master subject with GS can 
widen the career opportunities of possible employment areas, and shows the applicants’ interest in globalisation. 
 

1.4.12 Sources: Information and available courses: Global Studies Salzburg (2013), curriculum: Global Studies 
Salzburg (2012). Since longer, in Salzburg there exists an EU-oriented Master (European Union Studies, 2010). 
At nearby Linz University, a small bundle of electives on GS has also been active for several years (Nuscheler & 
Wittmann, 2013; cf. Nuscheler, 2012; Wittmann, 2012). 
 

1.5 Joint Master’s Curriculum Global Studies (GS), Albert-Ludwigs University, Freiburg, Germany 
 

1.5.1 General information: 2 years, 120 ECTS, started in 2002, academic degree: Master of social science (MSc). 
 

1.5.2 Admission: Bachelor of social science (or related) as well as excellent English skills (which means either 
the status of native speaker or proof of a TOEFL/IELTS/Cambridge Certificate; details: (Global Studies Freiburg, 
2013). 
 

1.5.3 Subject: Graduates should be able to apply their in-depth knowledge and practical skills to the analysis of 
social, political, economic and cultural dimension of globalisation processes in an institutional setting. 
Interdisciplinary and intercontinental training in the areas of sociology, political science, anthropology and 
cultural geography, as well as in modules for environmental sciences, business and data management are 
emphasised. The two concepts “global analysis” and “global experience” reflect the fundamental idea: first, well-
founded knowledge in analysis and methodologies; second, their improved comprehension of such following 
personal experience on other continents. Globalisation, global politics, cultural change, research methods and 
international internships as well as colloquiums are included in the curriculum. Studying on three different 
continents enables the raising of awareness about the relativity and the constructed nature of societies, cultures, 
and policies, which serves to strengthen inter cultural skills and qualifies the students to be experts in 
transnational connections. 
 

1.5.4 Structure of the programme: This Master’s programme contains the following four modules; Globalisation, 
Global Governance, Cultural Change and Methodology, characteristically distributed across the participating 
universities as follows: The first semester should be completed in Freiburg, the next at University of Cape Town 
or FLACSO Argentina in Buenos Aires, the third semester at Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi or 
Chualalongkorn University in Bangkok, the fourth semester includes an internship and the fifth semester should 
be completed in Freiburg or Cape Town. Details: Global Studies Freiburg (2013). The Master’s thesis amounts to 
25 ECTS. 
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1.5.5 Philosophy: The focus of this Master’s programme is on global analysis, which includes deepening 
knowledge of analysis, methodology and practical skills as well as on global experiences, which are received in 
terms of the semesters abroad. The aim is to study social sciences in different cultures and regions for promoting 
intercultural and interdisciplinary skills. The emphasis is on maintaining multi-centric perspectives. The 
curriculum focuses on a set of interdisciplinary perspectives of globalisation.  
 

1.5.6 Mission: Due to cooperation with international universities, a variety of cultural knowledge is enabled. 
Through their studies and these intercultural and interdisciplinary experiences between different continents, 
students are supported to become experts of the various currents of globalisation. The students will learn to see 
the global world from different perspectives and disciplines. 
 

1.5.7 Teaching methods: Knowledge transfer in the style of seminars, which includes participation in discussion, 
presentations and homework-individually as well as in groups. “Empirical research projects” are applied and 
relevant for practice. 
 

1.5.8 Exclusivity: The Master’s programme is characterised by its international setting. Studying abroad, as well 
as requiring high language skills, supports this positive reputation. In 2006, this curriculum was awarded the title 
of “Top Ten International Master’s Degree Programme” in Germany. This curriculum’s “global experience” 
creates awareness of the relativity and structured nature of societies, policies and cultures. Students not only attain 
as the status of experts for transnational relationships but also strengthen their intercultural competence, focusing 
on multi-centric perspectives. 
 

1.5.9 Internship: Compulsory (5 ECTS – eight weeks). 
 

1.5.10 Semester abroad: Compulsory two semesters abroad (as this is a Joint Master’s Programme, half of the 
courses have to be completed abroad). 
 

1.5.11 Possible employment areas: Career in academia, in international organisational work (e.g. the UN or 
NGOs) or in the field of development. Some graduates work in the areas of media, coaching, consulting or policy. 
 

1.5.12 Sources: Curriculum: Global Studies Freiburg (2013), Information: Global Studies Freiburg 
(2012),Studierendenportal Freiburg (2011), Module Handbook: Global Studies Freiburg (2011). 
 

1.6 Master’s Curriculum International Development Studies, Philipps University, Marburg, Germany 
 

1.6.1 General information: 2 years, 120 ECTS, academic degree: Master of Arts (M.A.) 
 

1.6.2 Admission: The prerequisite is a successfully-completed (at least completed with a grade “satisfactory”) 
subject-related Bachelor degree in political science, sociology or economics or in a thematically similar 
programme. It is necessary to have foreign skills in English Level B2, and another language level B1. Students are 
required to pass an aptitude test. 
 

1.6.3 Subject: The Master’s programme is about causes, results and the general framework of global economic, 
cultural and political development of various regions of the world. The interactions of institutions and 
development processes are focused at different levels. Students gain a methodological expertise and a critical as 
well as comprehensive approach to (inter)national problems. The main focus is on the interaction between 
institutions and development processes in a regional and international context, with a special focus on non-OECD 
countries. 
 

1.6.4 Structure of the programme: Appropriate mix of lectures (with dialogue elements), tutorials, seminars 
(weekly, supervised by professors), internship (minimum 300 hours) and research project. At the University of 
Marburg, a basic module is to be completed which provides an overview of social, economic and scientific fields: 
22 ECTS. 1. Geography, 2. Oriental Studies 3. Comparative Cultural Research, Electives: 12 ECTS, 
Interdisciplinary Colloquium and Seminar 6 ECTS, research project: 12 ECTS, internship: 11 ECTS, Master 
Thesis 22 ECTS. 
 

1.6.5 Philosophy: This programme enables students to explore in detail the challenges faced by developing and 
developed countries in the fight against global poverty, as well as to understand the prospects and problems of the 
proposed approaches that reduce poverty. Here the theory and history of development, changing ways of reducing 
poverty, skills for practical approaches and research programmes are taught. High methodological expertise 
combined with a profound knowledge of economics and social science theories are skills which graduates should 
apply in their future working fields.  
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Due to interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary modules the students are prepared for specific problems in areas 
such as development cooperation, international corporations, in the non-profit sector or in scientific fields. 
 

1.6.6 Mission: This Master’s programme focuses on causes, consequences and conditions of economic, social and 
political development. The main focus is on the interaction between institutions and development processes in the 
regional and international context, with a specialisation on non-OECD countries. Methodology makes use of the 
more research-oriented course of the approach of comparative institutional analysis. The programme is strongly 
research oriented. Students should be able to conduct their own independent research for the Master’s thesis. The 
combination of theoretical knowledge, methods and empirical skills is very important.   
 

1.6.7 Teaching methods: Lectures (with dialogue elements), courses, seminars, research-based courses, tutorials, 
colloquia, excursions, internship. 
 

1.6.8 Exclusivity of the Master’s programme: The colloquium is the only exclusive course of this Master’s 
programme; all other courses are offered by other faculties. 
 

1.6.9 Internship: An internship in form of a full-time job for at least eight weeks (minimum 300 hours) is 
obligatory. 
 

1.6.10 Semester abroad: Recommended. 
 

1.6.11 Possible employment areas: Development cooperation in an international organisation, non-governmental 
or in scientific organisations such as university research institutes. 
 

1.6.12 Source: Admission: International Development Studies Marburg (2012), Information: International 
Development Studies Marburg (2013), Curriculum: International Development Studies Marburg (2011). 
 

1.7 Master’s Curriculum Global Studies (GS), Leipzig University, Germany 
 

1.7.1 General information: 2 years, 120 ECTS, since WS 2004/05, academic degree: Master of Arts (MA) 
 

1.7.2 Admission: A completed Bachelor degree in historical or cultural studies or social science subject and the 
knowledge of three foreign languages: English (compulsory) and another two modern languages with skills of 
UNIcert-Level 2 (cf. UNIcert, 2013). Students also have to pass an aptitude test. 
 

1.7.3 Subject: The programme is about methods and theory of history, cultural studies, humanities and social 
sciences all around the processes of globalisation focussing the situation of nations of North and South. 
 

1.7.4 Structure of the programme: First semester: Three introduction modules: Introduction to global history, 
Introduction to social science theories of globalisation research and Introduction to methods of globalisation 
research. Second semester: 2 elective modules out of 5 modules: Regions in a globalising world: Sub-Saharan 
Africa, America, Asia, Europe or the Middle East. 2 compulsory modules: 2 Compulsory modules: 1 week 
summer school + GS Colloquium 1. Third semester: 2 elective modules such as in the 2nd semester; 2 
compulsory modules: Research internship + GS Research Colloquium. Fourth semester: 2 modules: “Cultural 
dimensions of globalisation” and “Economic and political dimensions of globalisation”. Two semesters studying 
abroad (60 ECTS) and a GS Colloquium for the Master’s’ thesis. 
 

1.7.5 Philosophy: Mediation of international and interdisciplinary competencies with regard to the phenomenon of 
globalisation. 
 

1.7.6 Mission: The aim is to empower students to deal with problems, results and processes of globalisation. It is 
about implementing skills combining theory and methods to be able to work in the field of global institutions. 
Students should also develop their academic competences so that they are qualified for the doctoral programme. 
Knowledge, theories and methods to prepare, on the basis of history, culture, humanities, social science base and 
to deal with globalisation and its processes. The aim of the study is to understand globalisation through a very 
interdisciplinary approach. 
 

1.7.7 Teaching methods: Introducing lectures, joint seminars, colloquia, research internship and winter/summer 
school for presentations and practical experience. Students have the opportunity to pass a specialist internship 
because the Master is part of a global by Erasmus Mundus programme which promotes mobility and exchange of 
students. 
 

1.7.8 Exclusivity of the Master’s programme: The completion of a practice is not mandatory, but there is the 
opportunity to replace one of the three projects to be completed by a practice visit.  
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The University of Leipzig cooperates with partner universities abroad (University of London, Roskilde 
University, University of Vienna, University of Wrocław) where students have to pass their semester abroad. 
 

1.7.9 Internship: Mandatory research internship (in the third term). 
 

1.7.10 Semester abroad: One of the two years of study (i.e., 2 semesters) will be completed at the partner 
universities in Vienna, London and Wrocław. 
 

1.7.11 Possible employment areas: The possibility to work in historical, cultural or social institutions. 
 

1.7.12 Sources: Information: Global Studies Leipzig (2013), Study Programme: Global Studies Leipzig (2012). 
 

1.8 Master’s Curriculum Global Studies (GS), Roskilde University, Roskilde, Denmark  
 

1.8.1 General information: 2 years, 120 ECTS, academic degree: Master of Science (MSc) 
 

1.8.2 Admission: A Bachelor’s degree in Global Studies or, if educational background is considered subject-
relevant, qualification has to be verifiable. 
 

1.8.3 Subject: The aim of the programme is to convey to students an interdisciplinary understanding of the 
political, social and economic processes associated with globalisation. Students should be capable of managing 
the challenges of occupations in which an understanding of international relations is necessary.  
 

1.8.4 Structure of the programme: Global Studies focuses on motivation forces behind the globalisation and its 
effect on the three central spheres of the society: The state, the markets and civil society. This is reflected in the 
three themes of the programme. Courses of study in each of the three areas are: (1) global politics, global 
governance, regionalisation and sovereignty of states, (2) culture, civil society, social movements and 
globalisation, and (3) global economy. Roskilde’s Master’s programme focuses emphasis on project work to 
enable students first to work in groups in combination with an interdisciplinary thinking approach. The master 
thesis amounts to 20 ECTS. 
 

1.8.5 Philosophy: 50% of the programme is courses and lectures; the other 50% is project work (15 of the 30 
credits, which must be provided per topic). An information management course is compulsory. Besides, it is 
recommended that students combine this Master’s programme with other subjects like Business Studies, 
Geography or International Development for example. There are four Master’s modules with two fundamental 
parts in this Master’s programme. Furthermore there is the option to continue the study with a PhD programme. 
1.8.6 Mission: The Master's degree in Global Studies aims to equip students to carry out extensive and specialised 
interdisciplinary analyses within the area of GS. Regarding the content of the study, the focus is on sociology, 
political science, anthropology, cultural geography, economics and environmental sciences. The study programme 
provides students with advanced theoretical and methodological knowledge of the interplay between international 
politics, international political economics, welfare and inequality. The course also develops the student’s skills in 
a project-based working form, supplementing these with enhanced skills in presentation, argumentation and task 
performance. 
 

1.8.7 Teaching methods: The framework of the professional study environment is mainly the courses and the 
project work. The courses at Global Studies have an attendance of 15-30 students, which leaves ample 
opportunities for debates between the students and the lecturers and for student presentations and questions. The 
group work takes place in groups of two to four students with an affiliated supervisor who helps with both the 
professional and the practical aspects of the group work. 
 

1.8.8 Exclusivity: A very significant part of this programme is the “global experience”. During a period of 2 years 
the students study in 3 different cities (optional) on 3 different continents. Besides this, many students pass a 
semester abroad. Furthermore, all courses are held in English. 
 

1.8.9 Internship: The completion of a practice is optional. The opportunity is offered to replace one of the three 
projects which are part of the programme with a practice visit. 
 

1.8.10 Semester abroad: Optional. 
 

1.8.11 Possible employment areas: Employment fields with this Master’s programme are, for example: European 
integration, international governance and development, social change and also in the field of economic 
institutions, trade organisations and companies. 
 

1.8.12 Sources: Information. Global Studies Roskilde (2013), Course list: Global Studies Roskilde (2012). 
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1.9 Master’s Curriculum Global Studies (GS), Lund University, Lund, Sweden 
 

1.9.1 General information: 2 years, 120 ECTS, academic degree: Master of Science (MSc) 
 

1.9.2 Admission: In order to be admitted to the programme, students have to hold a Bachelor’s degree with a 
major in social sciences or equivalent. A minimum average grade of3.0 out of 4 in cumulated grade point average 
(CGPA), C in the ECTS grading scale or B in the American grading scale is required as well. Language skills in 
English shall be demonstrated in terms of an IELTS score of 6.5, a TOEFL total score of 575, a Cambridge 
Certificate of Advanced English, a Bachelor’s degree from an English-speaking university or a pass on English 
course grade B in Sweden.  
 

1.9.3 Subject: The Master of Science in Global Studies provides interdisciplinary knowledge of globalisation, 
conflict and social change. Students shall learn to connect the theories and processes of globalisation. Cultural, 
economic, political and socio-psychological theories and concepts are presented and aim to enable students to 
make analyses of how globalisation is connected to conflict and social change. 
 

1.9.4 Structure of the programme: At the beginning of the programme, i.e. in the first semester, a profile course 
introducing the students to the main themes and issues of the programme has to be attended. Courses in the theory 
of science and research methods follow. In the second semester, students shall increase their understanding and 
knowledge of global development. The second year consists of optional courses of particular interest and the 
thesis provides the opportunity to demonstrate mastery of theories, methods and argumentation. The Master’s 
thesis amounts to 30 ECTS. 
 

1.9.5 Philosophy: This Master’s Programme was established in order to educate students who are able to combine 
theory and practice. Students shall develop interdisciplinary points of view and analyse globalisation and its 
characteristics.  
 

1.9.6 Mission: The objective of the programme is to provide students with knowledge vital to policy makers, 
trainers and practitioners who work with global issues in government agencies, private firms and NGOs. 
 

1.9.7 Teaching methods: Active participation is vitally required in lectures and seminars. The presentations are 
oral and written as well, and students are encouraged to organise their literature on the relevant topics. At the end 
of the course, a written or oral examination on the acquired knowledge will be offered. 
 

1.9.8 Exclusivity of the Master’s programme: In the third semester, students are able to choose courses of their 
own personal interest, to the value of 30 ECTS, which they attend at Lund University or also abroad.  
 

1.9.9 Internship: Not compulsory. 
 

1.9.10 Semester abroad: As mentioned above, the choice is given to the students whether they go abroad or not. If 
they wish to do so, they can undertake courses of their own interest to the value of 30 ECTS.  
 

1.9.11 Possible employment areas: The programme provides qualifications for employment as policy makers, 
trainers and practitioners working with global issues in government agencies, private companies or NGOs.  
1.9.12 Sources: Information: Global Studies Lund (2013), curriculum: Global Studies Lund (2012). 
 

1.10 Master’s Curriculum Global Studies (GS), University of Gothenburg, Sweden 
 

1.10.1 General information: 2 years, 120 ECTS, academic degree: Master of Global Studies 
 

1.10.2 Admission: Bachelor’s degree (generally a 3-year degree with honours), from a university or college 
recognised by UNESCO with/and a minimum of 30 higher education credits in a discipline within the field of 
Global Studies or equivalent. 
 

1.10.3 Subject: The course contents are concerned with issues of globalisation, ethnicity, cultural diversity and 
different world views. Disciplines are development theory, international relations, regional studies (Africa, Asia, 
Latin America, and Middle East), and social anthropology. This multi- and interdisciplinary Master’s programme 
focuses on the area of research. The aim is, in the context of global processes and their effects, to prepare students 
for independent work in the use of research questions, concepts, research methods and evaluation. 
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1.10.4 Structure of the programme: 2 basic modules, 2 specialisation modules, 1 methodology module, 1 practice 
module, 1 Master’s module. The Gothenburg School of GS comprises four disciplines: human ecology, regional 
studies, social anthropology, peace and development Studies. 
 

1.10.6 Mission: “The overall aim of the Global Studies programme is to provide advanced knowledge within the 
interdisciplinary field of global studies. The programme will provide students with a basis for both post-graduate 
research and professional employment within a range of international and national organisations. Skills taught 
will be useful in areas such as development cooperation, humanitarian assistance, cultural diversity and 
integration programmes, and environmental planning and analysis. Special emphasis is also placed on 
independent work methods, critical assessment and the ability to solve problems.” (Global Studies Gothenburg, 
2012) 
 

1.10.7 Teaching methods: No concrete information but emphasis on practical experience and application of the 
learned theory into practice. 
 

1.10.9 Internship: Selectable between an internship or a “field course” (abroad). It is also possible to combine this 
with the Master’s module. 
 

1.10.12 Sources: Information: Global Studies Gothenburg (2013), Curriculum: Global Studies Gothenburg (2012). 
 

1.11 Master’s Curriculum International Development, University of Birmingham, UK 
 

1.11.1 General information: 1 year full time or 2 years part time, 120 ECTS, academic degree: Master of Science 
(MSc). 
 

1.11.2 Admission: University degree required for admission to study is a degree in an adequate preliminary 
subject or other equivalent studies at a recognised domestic or foreign educational institution, or a “graduate 
diploma”. Languages spoken: English (for non-native): 237 TOEFL, great emphasis is placed on work 
experience. Tuition fees for international students. 
 

1.11.3 Subject: “The focus of this programme is on challenges facing developing and developed countries in the 
fight against global poverty and on gaining knowledge about problems of proposed approaches to poverty 
reduction. Theories and history of development, practical policy, programme and research skills as well as 
changing approaches to poverty reduction are taught.” (International Development Birmingham, 2013) 
 

1.11.4 Structure of the programme: Basic module of 20 ECTS, critical access to development: 100 ECTS, 
selected from more than 25 modules, research on a topic and in a place of one’s choice, specialisation is possible 
in the following areas: poverty, inequality and development, conflict, security and development, international 
political economy and development, government, nation building and development, urban development, which 
appears in the title of specialisation including: MSc International Development (urban development). 
 

1.11.6 Mission: The programme offers students the opportunity to explore the fight against global poverty and to 
understand the issues in developing countries in order to reduce poverty. 
 

1.11.7 Teaching methods: Courses with an immanent examination character. 
 

1.11.8 Exclusivity at the University: Own branch of study at the International Development Department, 
University of Birmingham. 
 

1.11.9 Internship: Research internship abroad is possible for 4-6 weeks, but not required. 
 

1.11.10 Semester abroad: Recommended, not compulsory 
 

1.11.11 Possible employment areas: (International) development cooperation, NGO’s, donor or government 
funded development programmes 
 

1.11.12 Sources: Information: International Development Birmingham (2013). 
 

1.12 Master’s Curriculum GS and International Affairs North-eastern University, Boston, USA 
 

1.12.1 General information: 2 years, 46 US-Credits (~80 ECTS), academic degree: Master of Science (MSc) 
 

1.12.2 Admission: For admission a completed Bachelor’s degree is required. Furthermore, students have to write a 
statement of purpose (500-1000 words) about their educational goals and expectations from this programme. 
Additionally, two letters of recommendation and an English Language Proficiency Proof (TOEFL, IELTS) is 
necessary. 
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1.12.3 Subject: The programme provides a deeper understanding of the economic, political, and cultural shifts 
that impact organisations’ way of doing business. The courses in the programme provide a multi-perspective view 
on the factors which are needed to lead and thrive in a global environment. The overall aim of the programme is 
to get an understanding of the multifaceted political and economic backgrounds of the expanding global world. 
The impact of the globalisation of politics and different economic systems is analysed. Moreover, students should 
get an understanding of using qualitative methods in the analysis of culture and communication. In addition, the 
social responsibility of organisations and individuals is taken into account. 
 

1.12.4 Structure of the programme: The programme consists of three different types of courses: the basic courses, 
concentrations and free electives. Initially, the five basic courses make up 24 Credits and are mandatory for all 
students. They consist of Political Philosophy, Globalisation and Global Politics and Economics, Global Literacy, 
Culture and Community, Global Corporate and Social Responsibility and Basic Field Research Methods. 
Moreover, there are four concentration areas out of which the students can choose one and select courses to the 
value of 16 to 19 credits. These concentration areas are Conflict Resolution, Global Development, Global Health 
and Non-Profit Management. Finally, there is a choice of electives from which the students have to gain6 to 8 
credits. At the end of the programme the students can choose between writing a thesis and doing a case study. 
 

1.12.5 Philosophy: The programme aims to provide economic, political and cultural tools in order to deal with 
globalisation. By analysing key issues from a multidimensional perspective the students should gain a good 
understanding of how to react to the changes caused by globalisation. In addition to the multidimensional view, 
the programme focuses on practical knowledge transfer in order to demonstrate the reality of living in a global 
society. To put this into practice the programme brings together students and experts from different areas so that 
they are well prepared to act and react in a global environment. 
 

1.12.6 Mission: Due to globalisation the scope of action of organisations, as well as the relationship between 
individuals, has changed a lot. Therefore, an intercultural and interdisciplinary perspective is essential to deal with 
the cultural, political and economic challenges of globalisation.  
 

1.12.7 Teaching methods: There are four different types of course formats: on-campus (on-ground), online, 
blended and hybrid. The first type means that classes are held face-to-face on campus by the instructors. The 
lecturers often have different backgrounds, both public and private sector, to ensure a multidimensional 
perspective. The online course means that lectures, lessons, and exercises are available online and there are no 
personal meetings on a regular basis. A blended course format means that besides the regular sessions every 
week, there are contents and discussions available on an online platform. The participants of a hybrid course have 
some in-class meetings on campus but most of the topics are covered online. 
 

1.12.8 Exclusivity of the Master’s programme: The programme is available 100% online. 
 

1.12.9 Internship: Not compulsory. 
 

1.12.10 Semester abroad/stay abroad: Recommended but not mandatory 
 

1.12.11 Possible employment areas: Possible employment areas are in international business, international 
relations, journalism, defence, international security, research, non-profit management, and community-based, 
non-governmental organisations (NGOs). 
 

1.12.12 Sources: Information: North-eastern University Boston (2013), Curriculum: North-eastern University 
Boston (2012), Admission and language proficiency: North-eastern University Boston (2011).  
 

1.13 Master’s Curriculum Globalisation and International Development (University of Ottawa) 
 

1.13.1 General information: academic degree: Master of Arts (MA) with two official languages (English and 
French), and two options.  
 

1.13.2 Admission: Bachelor’s degree in international development and globalisation or a related field (e.g., 
international studies and modern languages, environmental studies, religious studies, economics, geography, 
history, sociology, political science), or an undergraduate law degree. Also, students have to pay college tuition. 
 

1.13.4 Structure of the programme: Two options: M.A. with research paper (30 credits total) and M.A. with thesis 
(18 Credits total). The M.A. with thesis is only available after special permission from the programme committee. 
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1.13.5 Philosophy: An interdisciplinary graduate programme focusing on the dynamics of globalisation and 
international development. Students are provided with the training needed to address complex, multifaceted 
problems that may simultaneously encompass economic, political, social, cultural, religious, legal, ethical, and 
environmental elements. 
 

1.13.6 Mission: The programme benefits on the expertise of different scientific fields, such as economics, 
geography, history, law, political science, religious studies, sociology and anthropology. The interdisciplinary 
approach tries to tackle the challenges of an interdependent and changing world.  
 

1.13.7 Teaching methods: The courses are held in both officials languages (English and French)  
 

1.13.12 Sources: Information: Globalisation and International Development Ottawa (2013), handbook and 
curriculum: Globalisation and International Development Ottawa (2012).  
 

1.14 Master’s Curriculum Global Affairs, University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada 
 

1.14.1 General information: 2 years, academic degree: Master of Global Affairs (MGA). 
 

1.14.2 Admission: A four-year Bachelor’s degree or equivalent and a cumulative grade point average (CGPA) of 
mid B and B+ in the final year are required to be admitted. Above that, basic competencies in statistics and 
economics are taken for granted in order to embark on the International Economics core course.  
 

1.14.3 Subject: The Master’s programme tends to impart knowledge in economics, politics, and the social 
architecture of global affairs. All students receive a strong grounding in global institutions, the global economy 
and finance, and global civil society. After being equipped with both theoretical and practical core competencies, 
students specialise in global economy and markets, global institutions or global civil society. Finally, graduates 
should be able to accelerate their careers in business, government and NGOs. 
 

1.14.4 Structure of the programme: In year one, basic core courses in the development of the global system, 
international economics, global civil society, global policy analysis, et cetera are to be attended. Before the second 
year, students are obliged to take a mid-programme internship before they specialise in, for instance, geopolitics 
of cyberspace, corporate social responsibility, global governance, and so on. Additionally, students are required to 
take part in a lab course and to undertake a major project where they shall use the tools they have acquired in the 
programme.  
 

1.14.5 Philosophy: The focus of this programme is to offer students the hard and soft skills they need to persist in 
their field of specialisation. Graduates shall understand the broader economic, political and social architecture of 
global affairs. Furthermore, the MGA programme aims to prepare students for strategic thinking and responsible 
leadership on global issues.  
 

1.14.6 Mission: The University of Toronto’s MGA programme intends to educate their students not only in the 
core functional disciplines, but also in tasks relevant to the global society. Students shall be equipped with 
analytical methods and practical management skills in order to succeed in the working environment.  
 

1.14.7 Teaching methods: According to the curriculum, the content of the first semester is presented by the 
teachers in classes and tutorials, whereas in the second semester, courses are offered almost exclusively with 
continual evaluation.  
 

1.14.8 Exclusivity of the Master’s programme: The required mid-programme internship enables contacts with top-
tier businesses, international and national institutions, and civil-society organisations. It brings scholars and 
practitioners together to ensure that student thinking is informed by rigorous theoretical work as well as real-time, 
real-world experience. Beyond that, students are encouraged to study abroad for one semester. 
 

1.14.9 Internship: Mid-programme internship between the first and the second semester. 
 

1.14.10 Semester abroad: It is intended that students study abroad in one of the four semesters without a special 
time limit. A semester abroad is recommended but not compulsory. 
 

1.14.11 Possible employment areas: There are no specific fields of work mentioned, but networking opportunities 
will be available to the students while they are attending the programme. Furthermore there is a career centre that 
helps graduates finding a job.  
 

1.14.12 Sources: Information: Munk School of Global Affairs (2013). 
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1.15 Master’s Curriculum Global and International Studies, Univ. of California, Santa Barbara, UCSB 
 

1.15.1 General information: 2 years, at least 69 Units, since 2006, Master of Arts (MA). 
 

1.15.2 Admission: GPA of at least 3.0, two years completion of foreign language skills courses with a minimum 
grade B for students of a foreign country: TOEFL language test with at least 600 points or 94 points (online), or 
IELTS: 7. 
 

1.15.3 Subject: The focus lies on global processes, interactions and flows and the problem of application and 
validity of historical models for international relations in today’s world. Students who want to engage in the 
global civil society later in their lives are welcomed for this program as well. Additionally, the program places 
emphasis on the debate over whether the world is in an epochal transitional stage or keeps shaped primarily by the 
interplay of nation-states. 
 

1.15.4 Structure of the programme: The curriculum is sectioned in three areas of specialisation: global culture, 
ideology, and religion; global governance and human rights; and political economy, sustainable development and 
the environment. Further disciplines: anthropology, area studies, economics, English, environment, law &society, 
Middle East, politics, religion, sociology, women’s studies. 
 

1.15.5 Philosophy: The program intends to provide an understanding of the economic, political, social, and 
cultural forces that are shaping global organisations. Due to the ever-more important role of NGOs in global 
crises and in times of political polarisation, the degree should be a desirable and effective solution to challenges of 
governance in an increasingly globalised world. It is aimed to prepare students for a variety of careers in the 
international area and to interfere an understanding for global issues. 
 

1.15.6 Mission: The Master’s programme provides a variety of backgrounds, academic competences, work 
experience, study experiences abroad and global travel. Overall, the multicultural diversity among students 
enriches the study. 
 

1.15.8 Exclusivity: Preferably the students should prove two years of foreign languages, which are required to 
receive the academic degree. At the very least two years of foreign language skills must be proven at the 
submission of the graduation.  
 

1.15.9 Internship: Three- to six-month internship and/or study abroad. 
 

1.15.11 Possible employment areas: International NGOs, foreign service, government agencies, international 
business, followed PhD with a similar focus or further graduate study in international affairs, international 
business, peace and world order studies, area studies, and the global civil society. 
 

1.15.12 Sources: Information: Global and International Studies UCSB (2013), Global Studies Consortium (2013). 
 

1.16 Master’s Curriculum Globalisation, Australian National University ANU Canberra 
 

1.16.1 General information: 2 years, minimum of 48units, since2013. 
 

1.16.2 Admission: Completion of a four-year Bachelor’s programme (Bachelor’s programmes in Europe only 
have a duration of three years; this could be an explanation for the shorter duration of the Master’s in Canberra1). 
 

1.16.3 Subject: The aim of the inter-disciplinary Master’s programme is especially to deal with two important 
questions: How can we explain, understand and evaluate the rapid changes in the world? What is globalisation 
and what are it simplifications? 
 

1.16.4 Structure of the programme: Disciplines: international environmental economics, international law, 
immigration, refugees and development, development in the Third World and additional, select able courses in the 
fields of environment, culture, development, law and economics. 
 

1.16.6 Mission: By using problem-based learning, the core concepts of economic mechanisms of globalisation are 
taught in order to use practical information from the daily business of the NGOs and government organisations. 

                                                 
1 Regarding the duration of the studies, there is a difference between the ECTS points (European Credit Transfer System) and 
the Units (credits in the English speaking world). There is no uniform standard. Every university independently prescribes 
how many ECTS a Unit at the University is worth, and vice versa. For example, for 1 Unit 2 ECTS credits can be rewarded, 
or 2 Units can be the equivalent of 3 ECTS points. 



International Journal of Humanities and Social Science                                                 Vol. 4, No. 6(1); April 2014 

     330 

 
1.16.8 Exclusivity of the Master’s programme: The study is designed for those who wish education at an academic 
level in research, but also for young professionals who want to gain the ability to use theoretical facts in practice 
and apply concise analysis techniques. 
 

1.16.11 Possible employment areas: International NGOs, foreign service, government agencies, international 
business, or following PhD with a similar focus. 
 

1.16.12 Sources: Information: Globalisation Canberra (2013). 
 

Starting from here, this (admittedly incomplete) overview of Master’s curricula presents selected Bachelor’s 
curricula for the readers’ further information. 
 

1.17 Bachelor’s Curriculum Global Studies at Wilfrid Laurier University, Canada  
 

1.17.1 General information: 4 years with post-degree study options (Master of Arts Programme in Global 
Studies), starting in 1990, academic degree: Bachelor of Arts 
 

1.17.2 Admission: there are no admission rules for the Bachelor’s Programme 
 

1.17.3 Subject: Global Studies, comparative development, peace and conflict, globalisation and culture. 
 

1.17.6 Mission: The course aims to give students an understanding of the world as a whole. Its interdisciplinary 
nature aims at supporting this understanding. It covers global issues for global companies and events as they 
occur constantly nowadays. Students could either cover the broad spectrum of this study, or they may specialize 
in one or more of the disciplines. The completion of a certain number of language courses is mandatory. 
Furthermore, in addition to the evidence of courses the social aspects are very important. - Post-Degree Study 
Options (Master of Arts Programme in Global Studies or other disciplines such as Anthropology, Sociology and 
Political Science). 
 

1.17.12 Sources: Information: Wilfrid Laurier University (2013). 
 

1.18 Bachelor’s Curriculum Global Studies, University of Los Angeles UCLA  
 

1.18.1 General information: Academic degree: Bachelor of Arts (B.A.). 
 

1.18.2 Admission: In order to be permitted to study this programme, proof of good English competency is 
necessary. Furthermore, a GPA2 of minimum 3.25 is required for the Major programme. 
 

1.18.3 Subject: The aim of this programme is to create an interdisciplinary understanding of the globalisation 
process and its consequences. The students learn about the multifaceted global interrelations. By doing so, the 
programme focuses on three main pillars of globalisation, namely culture &society, governance &conflict and 
markets. Due to the research orientation of the programme the students are encouraged to use their acquired 
knowledge and shape their own future.  
 

1.18.4 Structure of the programme: The students complete nine different courses which are distributed over four 
terms. Students studying the programme as a major have to do a Summer Study Programme, which consists of 
two research-oriented courses. 
 

1.18.5 Philosophy: The aim of the programme is to realise and understand the different dimensions of the 
globalisation and interconnectedness of the world and its increasing significance.  
 

1.18.6 Mission: The mission is to analyse the different relations and dependencies all around the globe. 
Additionally, it is crucial to challenge the existing geographical and political borders. From an interdisciplinary 
perspective on the globalisation process, the programme tries to provide an understanding of the complex and 
dynamic world. 
 

1.18.9 Internship: Not mandatory 
 

1.18.10 Semester abroad: Major students need to complete a Summer Travel Study Programme which can be 
done at various different places throughout the world. 
 

1.18.12 Sources: Information: Global Studies UCLA (2013). 
 
                                                 
2GPA=grade point average, way of stating the average grade in the USA 
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1.19 Bachelor’s Curriculum Global Studies, Vancouver Island University (VIU) 
 

1.19.1 General information: Bachelor of Arts, Major (also Minor), 2 years, 120 ECTS. 
 

1.19.2 Admission: Minimum of 54 credits with a minimum 2.0 (C) grade point average over the last 24 credits 
attempted; 12 credits of post-secondary language (other than English) and/or culture studies, or equivalent; 3 
credits of statistics/research methodology. 
 

1.19.4 Structure of the program: Basic courses (33 ECTS), specialisation: human security and global governance, 
human development environment, sustainable development and resource management, international economic 
relations.  
 

1.19.5. Philosophy: Global Studies focuses on: international economic developments (emergence of transnational 
corporations, trading blocs, international economic organisations, international business practices and issues), 
social and cultural developments (inequality and social justice concerns, ethnic and intercultural relations, 
population and health issues, technology and society etc.), world regions and human environments (distribution, 
supply, and use of natural resources, environmental change, sustainability and human impact, water issues), and 
contemporary political systems (prospects for state sovereignty and political change, international conflict, 
international governmental and non-governmental organisations, prospects for world order, development of 
international law in environment, human rights etc.). 
 

1.19.6 Mission: The Global Studies programme examines the causes and effects of, and responses to, 
globalisation from a multidisciplinary perspective, drawing on insights from the academic disciplines of 
anthropology, economics, geography, political science, and sociology. The programme is designed to impart the 
skills and knowledge to understand, live and work in an increasingly interdependent and changing world. 
 

1.19.7 Teaching methods: Courses are individually and/or team-taught by faculty from these social science 
disciplines and create an inclusive learning and social environment that provides, by its nature, an opportunity for 
students from diverse backgrounds to learn from each other. Practical research is carried out by fieldwork abroad 
and in cooperation with NGO’s. 
 

1.19.9 Internship: Optional GS internship programme at VIU. 
 

1.19.10 Semester abroad: Optional 
 

1.19.11 Possible working fields: Graduates of this programme are trained to continue further studies or follow 
careers in the following fields: law, journalism, international business and marketing, international economic and 
social development, and areas of human rights and social justice. 
 

1.19.12 Sources: General description: Global Studies Vancouver (2013), Internship: Global Studies Vancouver 
(2012).  
 

1.20 Master’s Curriculum Global Studies, Faculty of Global Studies, Lomonosov Moscow State University 
(MSU) 
 

1.20.1 General information: Master of Global Policy Studies, 2 years, 120 ECTS. 
 

1.20.2 Admission: In order to be accepted for Master’s program, proof of good English competency is necessary 
(TOEFL and IELTS are welcome). An applicant will have two examination tests: General Profile Writing 
Test(History and Theory of International Relations) and Oral English Test. A GPA of minimum 3.25 is required.  
 

1.20.4 Structure of the program: Basic courses (30 ECTS), Specialization (90 ECTS) - Global Management, 
Geopolitics and Diplomacy, International Security, European Union Studies, Integration Processes, Global 
Politics, Global Political Studies and Modelling.  
 

1.20.5. Philosophy: Keeping in mind the importance of a clear understanding of the world structure, system, 
dynamics and ever-increasing interdependence of its different parts, our Master Program focuses on studying the 
key processes in the fields of politics and political economy that contribute to the formation of the global political 
system. 
 

1.20.6 Mission: The program is aimed at educating graduates in the field of general international relations and 
world politics issues, as well as giving them necessary skills and knowledge for dealing with global political 
processes and practical aspects of international security.  
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1.20.7 Teaching methods: The Program is based on State Educational Standards of Higher Professional 
Education. Its educational goal is to prepare well-rounded students, who are closely familiar with international 
political and economic relations and are able to carry out complex monitoring and generate ways for effective 
management in the global environment. The teaching model is designed in a way to equip students with the 
knowledge and skills required by employers and at the same time to provide academic and social environment 
which is almost unrivalled in its quality and diversity. Major courses are taught by leading professors from 
Lomonosov Moscow State University, Moscow State Institute of International Relations (MGIMO or MSIIR), 
Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Russian Academy of Sciences, officials from the Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Presidential Executive Office, as well as guest lecturers from universities 
worldwide (USA, European Union, Australia, Iran, China, India, South Africa, Nigeria, Turkey and etc.). Key 
teaching methods – lectures, multidisciplinary seminars, Skype-conferences, group modelling, political debates 
(discussion club), master-classes, case-studies.  
 

1.20.9 Internship: Students are offered to gain work experience and develop practical skills and competencies that 
are required when applying for a job at the Presidential Executive Office, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of 
Economic Development and other federal institutions, as well as research departments of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences, branches of transnational corporations and international organizations in EU and CIS (Commonwealth 
of Independent States).  
 

1.20.10 Semester abroad: Optional. The program includes several Travel Grants and Summer Education Awards 
for studying in the universities of Global Studies Consortium for a semester.   
 

1.20.11 Possible working fields: Graduates of Master’s Programme in Global Policy Studies could successfully 
work in government offices, diplomatic service, non-profit organizations as well as private companies and 
corporations. 
 

1.20.12 Sources: General description: Globalistics and Globalization Studies: Theories, Research & Teaching 
(2013); Ilyin and Ursul (2012); Ilyin and Rozanov (2013). 
 

1.21 other Curricula 
 

Other GS curricula still worth mentioning are: Bonn University, Germany; Liu Institute for Global Studies Issues, 
British Columbia; Global Political Economy at Kassel University, Germany; Political Sciences at Bremen 
University, Germany; University of Business and International Studies Geneve (UBIS), Switzerland; International 
Studies at Aarhus University, Denmark; ETH (Eidgenössische Technische Hochschule)in Zürich, Switzerland; 
Master “Societies, Globalisation and Development” at Bonn University, Germany; Globalisation-Global Politics 
and Culture at Trondheim University, Norway; Humboldt University in Berlin, Germany; Global Studies at the 
University of Minnesota; and others. 
 

1.22 Web-Based Process for Collaborative Writing and Reviewing 
 

Details of the underlying working method, namely a web-based collaborative process, were presented in an earlier 
paper (Bader et al., 2013a; b). Suggestions for improvement of Master’s programmes on globalisation and 
development can also be found there. 
 

2. Recommendations 
 

Complex themes that affect the whole world require an interdisciplinary approach. To enable junior scientific 
staff to deal with global problems by means of widespread knowledge, to find concurrent causes and risks and 
finally to add solutions requires new innovative concepts of education.  
 

In the 21stcentury some universities worldwide take up this challenge and some of them have been discussed in 
this paper. Firstly, it is important to look into these concepts of education which are the results of the elaborated 
work of experts and secondly to compare them in order to learn from each other and to exchange new ideas. 
Hence, the first step in section 1 of this article was to take a look at other successful education programmes to 
improve the local offer. Concrete suggestions were worked out in section 2 of this article and are summarised in 
the conclusions. 
 

The consequences and prognoses for the future concerning global development are being redefined every day, and 
consequently the educational establishment also has to extend and revise their orientation accordingly by 
expanding their educational offerings.  
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The comparison of different programmes concerning global development showed that intercultural mobility is 
often seen as an obvious desire and therefore it should be used for education, research and teaching. The demand 
for internationality can be seen in the form of recommended semesters abroad or excursions, and also in the 
demand for foreign language skills. There is a strong wish for cooperation and networking with partner 
universities to encourage student exchange programmes.  
 

For students it is important to implement their knowledge in practice which is a necessary component of an 
integral education. In the area of teaching there are many possibilities and resources which are utilised by 
universities and which can be useful for many other education programmes.  
 

There was also the wish for more variety of teaching methods mentioned by students such as panel discussions, 
the writing of scientific papers and guest lecturers. Lately, some of the endless possibilities of the Internet and 
web-based forms of teaching and learning have also been mentioned, like platforms for student communication 
and networking. 
 

3. Conclusion  
 

This paper presented 19 developmental curricula in sections 1.1 to 1.19and suggested the above-mentioned steps 
towards quality assurance in nine key areas from the point of view of students in Bader et al. (2013a; b).. As a 
general result, some co-authors have found that the comparability of Master’s programmes in German and 
English languages differs: Anglo-Saxon GS Master’s programmes might focus more on aspects of economy, 
management and energy (SOAS, 2013); whilst German-speaking Master’s programmes might be more diversified 
and multiparadigmatic (e.g. environment, culture, history, etc.), as is the case at GS Graz. Consequently, 
predominantly curriculums from German-speaking areas were analysed to assure a profound, comparable basis.  
The team of authors cooperatively suggests steps to quality assurance from the point of view of current and 
former students. Thereby positive insights as well as ideas for improvements arose, which have been developed 
by comparing national and international Master’s programmes. In summary, several arguments should be 
mentioned: 
 

 To foster intense cooperation between partner universities, not merely an exchange of students but also guest 
lectures could be established.  

 Entering the Global Studies Consortium can be seen as a recommendable option to increase an interexchange 
of knowledge.  

 Without a doubt, completing stays abroad is particularly important for internationally aligned study 
programmes.  

 Joint Master’s programmes can be suggested as a possibility for promoting internships and stays abroad. 
These programmes should offer financial support and information for participating students.  

 Multidisciplinarity and a multi-paradigmatic approach, which is especially vital in GS, can be achieved by 
increasing cooperation between faculties of the university.  

 Further emphases like language skills could be implicated.  
 In terms of didactics and lectures, the prevalent arguments addressed active participation and self-

responsible working such as in “Interdisciplinary Practicals” (IP). An extension of a broad range of courses 
like multidisciplinary practices would enrich tuition as a whole.  

 Furthermore, increased own performance during the semester should be required to foster continuous 
participation and at the same time unburden students in the examination periods.  

 Placements are part of many GS Master’s programmes, but most students receive no payment for their work 
and consequently cannot spend time abroad. Ideally, it should be optional for the students to either go abroad 
or stay in their home country to assist their placement.  

 Many students consider the integration of language courses as very important. More lectures should be held 
in different languages. Additionally, language skills could be constituted as an admission requirement.  

 The admission procedure can also result in problems. Due to the multidisciplinary aspect of GS Studies, 
students from various fields of study apply for admission. An application procedure could help to evaluate 
borderline cases more precisely.  

 A substantial need is safeguarding a sound financial basis for GS as such which is dreadfully absent as of 
now. Until now, GS Graz has been founded and run at almost no additional cost. 
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